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POLICY PAPER
On the further development of BALTDEFCOL

Endorsed by the Ministerial Committee on 23 October 2009 in Bratislava, Slovakia.

Baltic Defence College (BALTDEFCOL) was established in 1999 and during the past ten years the
College has become an integral part of Baltic military cooperation. This political guidance aims to
provide a strategic vision on the further development of BALTDEFCOL in order to determine the
vocation and role of BALTDEFCOL in line with broader NATO/EU interests.

The Baltic states will consider the BALTDEFCOL 10" anniversary review report' as the basis for
further development of the BALTDEFCOL project and shall take all necessary steps in order to
implement it’s recommendations.

This policy paper is the first input after the BALTDEFCOL 10" anniversary review process. This
Policy paper will be followed by the BALTDEFCOL Long Term Development Plan 2010-2016
(‘Development Plan’) and new structure of the College which will be elaborated based on
recommendations derived from the report.

1. BALTDEFCOL VISION, MISSION and MANDATE

VISION
BALTDEFCOL remains a modern, multinational and English language based defence college with an
Euro-Atlantic scope and regional focus.

MISSION
BALTDEFCOL educates and sustains the professional development of officers and civil servants
through high quality courses with a general focus on joint, interagency and multinational general staff
education.

The Mission of the college is:

— to educate officers and national security leaders into strategically thinking adaptable experts who
are competent in advancing the transformation of national defence (including in the context of
NATO and the European Union) in light of current and future military operations;

— to guarantee that the students have a multinational educational environment based on NATO
doctrines, standards, procedures, Western military culture and values such as a communicative and
cooperative style of leadership, freedom of opinion and critical thinking;

— to provide for a multinational environment that promotes cooperation and encourages networking
between officers from NATO, the European Union and NATO PfP countries;

— to contribute, from the point of view of a small state, to the security and defence policy debate in
the Baltic Sea and Euro-Atlantic region and beyond, through dialogue, research, publications,
seminars and workshops.

' The Review Team was led by Brigadier General (ret.) Dr. Klaus Wittmann from Germany; the Review Team consisted of
representatives from Finland, Norway, Sweden and the United States.












